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Principal’s Report

School Calendar
Uniform Shop Open 9.00
Every Tuesday & Friday

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) Update

Sunday 17 March

During the week, at our regular Teaching and Learning meeting, staff commenced
the second stage of implementation of the SWPBS framework; the first being that
more than 80% of our staff agreed that it is a good fit for our school. The outcome
of SWPBS is to support the social competence and academic achievement of all
students. A successful outcome will include systems (supporting staff), data
(supporting decision-making) and practices (supporting student behaviour).
During the meeting, staff were involved in an open discussion about how we, as
adults, can model and practise respectful behaviours. Supporting this discussion
was the Professional Code of Conduct, which is based around integrity, respect and
responsibility.
Parents who would like to play an active role in this work are welcome to join the
SWPBS Committee, which will meet fortnightly and include staff, parents and students. Please contact Cathie Brooks or myself, for further information.

Working Bee 9am

Reading Buddies

Warrandyte Festival Parade 10.30am

Last Friday, we commenced a new initiative at Warrandyte Primary School, where
Senior School students (Year 5/6) supported some of our Junior School students
(Year 1/2) supporting the younger students in further developing their reading
skills. It was wonderful to see all participants in the initiative enjoying this learning
opportunity. Year 5/6 students meticulously planned a number of activities to challenge and engage their reading ‘buddy’.
Protective Behaviours
Stranger-danger education is important for all children, especially as they spend
more time away from their parents. They need to be taught about protecting
themselves from bullying, unsafe situations, risk-taking and predators. Collectively
between the school and home we can start the process of teaching protective behaviours, recognising difficult feelings and laying the foundations of open communication.
All students at Warrandyte Primary School have the right to feel safe at all times.
Parents can help their children to understand what 'safe' and 'unsafe' mean, and
what they feel like.
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Tuesday 19 March
Year 3/4 Excursion Currawong Bush Park
2020 Prep Information
Evening 7pm
Friday 22 March
Musica Viva Incursion
Saturday 23 March

Tuesday 26 March
Fun Run/House Cross
Country
Wednesday 27 March
Finance-6.30pm/AGM7pm-School Council
Meeting-7.30pm
Friday 5 April

Last day term 1—2.30
Finish
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Teach them to recognise and name emotions and feelings and share this information with you. Let them know they
can talk about difficult feelings with you whenever they want. Help them understand that nothing is ever too bad
to tell you about.
Avoid negative messages about 'dobbing'. If you want your child to tell you difficult things, encourage them to tell
you whatever they want. It is preferable to have a child 'dob' on someone and for you to decide whether or not
intervention is needed, than have children believe their parents don't want to know something they have to say.
Teach them about the difference between secrets and surprises. Identify the difference between secrets that are
fun, and secrets that feel uncomfortable and bad.
Teach them it is okay to say 'no', and help them develop assertiveness skills.
Help them understand the concepts of personal space and privacy.
Teach them to identify five people they know and trust and can speak to if they have a worry or concern.
Most importantly, supervise them as much as possible, while also letting them discover and explore.
It’s important that we work in partnership with home to develop these skills and strategies in our students and children. As I continue to remind our students, if we don’t challenge inappropriate or unsafe behaviour, and just ignore
it, the behaviour will never change. We must speak up and confide in someone we trust.
Buildings and Grounds
Our Buildings and Grounds committee do an enormous amount of work around the school to ensure that our
grounds remain in the excellent condition that they are in and to provide a safe and aesthetically appealing environment for our students, staff and parents.
On Sunday, they are having their first get together for the year focussing their energies on the new Tobruk Commemorative Garden. If you are able to assist, it would be great to have you involved, new families to Warrandyte
PS are most welcome to attend.
Any parents interested in joining the B & G Committee for 2019 can contact me at the school.
Bikes and Scooters
Can students please refrain from riding their bikes, scooters and/or skateboards in the playground before and after
school. All bikes, scooters and skateboards should be walked through the school as we often have many students
and parents moving around the school during these times.
Student Leadership roles
Badges for our remaining leadership roles will be presented at next Monday’s assembly. These will include Social
Service, Visual Arts, Performing Arts and Japanese leaders. Badges for our Environment Team and Junior School
Council will be presented at the following assembly on Monday 25 March.
School Tours
These will run every Tuesday this year at 9.15am and 12.00pm and will commence on Tuesday 23rd April.
If you know of any family residing within our area and keen to enrol their child for 2020, please encourage them to
book a school tour.
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Congratulations


Olive R (1/2S) for achieving her writing goal during the week, well done.



Year 5/6 ‘reading buddies’ for showing initiative in planning activities to support their Year 1/2 partners, great
job.



Students who have taken a stand against inappropriate behaviour and bullying-NO WAY!

Thought for the Week
“The standard you walk past, is the standard you accept”
Lieutenant General David Morrisson

Craig Crouch
Principal

Friday the 15th of March is….

Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or
social behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm .
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or
hidden (covert).
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Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those involved, including bystanders.
How parents can respond
Children and young people need to know that they are being heard, that their feelings matter and that their issue
will be investigated respectfully. Bullying should be taken seriously.
Listen calmly and get the full story
Your calm response is important to allow your child to tell you all about the situation. After they've told you their
story, ask questions to get more details if you need to: who, what, where, when.
Although you may feel some strong emotions about your child's experience, try to keep calm to avoid more distress
to your child.
Reassure your child they are not to blame
Many children blame themselves and this may make them feel even worse.
You could say things like, 'That sounds really hard to deal with. No one should have to put up with that.' or 'I'm so
glad you told me. You should be able to feel safe at school; that's not fair at all'.
Ask your child what they want to do and what they want you to do
A critical part of your response is to avoid jumping in to solve the problem.
While it is natural to want to protect your child, helping them to find their own solution is a better option. It helps
them feel they have some power in the situation.

Learn some strategies to talk about with your child
Visit www.bullyingnoway.gov.au for some helpful strategies.
Contact the school
Your child may be reluctant for you to do this, so discuss the idea and reassure them that the school would want to
know and is able to help.
Make an appointment to meet with your child's teacher and, if you need to, ask to talk with the principal. Contact
the school immediately if you have a concern about your child's safety.
Check in regularly with your child
Keep the conversation going. It can take time to resolve issues, so check in regularly with your child about their experiences and their feelings. Your ongoing support is important.

For more information visit:
www.bullyingnoway.gov.au
www.parentline.vic.gov.au
13 22 89 (8am to midnight 7 days a week)
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Bookclub Orders
All students should have brought home this term’s bookclub catalogues last
week.
Orders are due in no later than Wednesday March 20, either online or
through the Office at school. Please note that no late orders can be accepted. Thank
you.

Monster Raffle
All Manningham-based community organisations, schools and sporting clubs can take part in the
Manningham Monster Raffle by selling tickets. From every $2 ticket sold, $1.50 goes back to the
organisation who sells the ticket and 50 cents returns to the Manningham Community Fund to
support welfare services offered by charitable organisations within our community.
First prize is a $5,000 Coles/Myer Gift Voucher following on with five $1,000 Coles/Myer Vouchers as consolation prizes.
Last year the raffle saw more than $32,000 raised for the Manningham Community Fund and not-for-profit organisations in the City.
The raffle opens on 17 February and closes 3 May with the winner being drawn at 8.00pm the Manningham Civic
Awards Gala, Manningham Function Centre, Doncaster on 22 May 2019.
Thank you for your support
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by Dr Jodi Richardson
Busyness seems to have become a way of life for modern families. It’s unlikely you’ll ever hear a parent talk of having plenty of free time on their hands. Unfortunately, that’s a statement unlikely to be heard from a lot of modernday kids either.
The afternoons on family calendars are increasingly filling up with organised after-school activities, and in families
with multiple children the logistics of keeping up with all this can be complicated. The strain of ferrying children
back and forth, often in different directions, saps families of energy, resources and time.
We have great intentions
Recent research from the United Kingdom found that the desire for children to succeed is a strong driver for many
parents, sometimes causing them to load their children up with extra-curricular activities. While the intentions are
good, the method of keeping kids busy is probably questionable. Other reasons for encouraging extra-curricular
activities include: giving kids the best start in life, making friends, keeping fit and healthy, developing interests and
preventing boredom. Anecdotal evidence suggests the findings are similar in Australia.
The cost of busyness
We live at a time where rates of mental illness, particularly anxiety, are climbing. One in seven Australian children
have a diagnosed mental illness. That’s three in an average classroom. Many more go undiagnosed.
Rushing to activities, late nights and stressed parents aren’t the conditions for family members to enjoy flourishing
mental health. Too many organised activities detract from time to hang out with friends, to comfortably complete
homework tasks, to spend time with family, to get bored and, importantly, to simply play.
Free play is serious business
Author and research professor of psychology Dr Peter Gray attributes the rise in anxiety, depression, suicide and
narcissism among children to the decline of play. Unstructured play is vital for the healthy development of children
and teenagers. Through play kids learn to interact with others, develop physical skills necessary for school success
and gain confidence they need to interact with peers.
How much is too much?
Some children can cope with busy schedules, while others flounder. As a rule of thumb, if your child or young person is struggling in any of these three areas: i) mental health, ii) schoolwork and studies, iii) their participation in
family-life then it may be time to reduce their extra-curricular load.
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Choosing the activities to omit from a schedule can be tricky, as your child or young person may have a different
motivation for each. In short, each activity can be ‘the one they love.’ Here’s a good question to ask your child or
young person that can make decision-making easier:
‘If all of your after-school activities were cancelled, which one(s) would you plead with me to re-enrol you in?’
Their answers will reveal a great deal about their commitment to each activity. Ideally, kids should be choosing extra-curricular activities that nourish them rather than cause anxiety and stress. Aim for two activity-free nights each
week so that your child or young person can meet their study and family commitments.
The same principle for balance holds true for weekends. Make sure your kids enjoy some time free from structured
activity, so they can refresh and recharge, ready for the week of school that lays ahead.
As your School is a Parenting Ideas Schools member, you can attend the upcoming webinar, Balancing extracurricular activities for flourishing kids, at no cost!
About the webinar
Join Dr Jodi Richardson in this webinar to understand the trend towards increasing enrolments in structured afterschool activities, the benefits and the drawbacks for kids, the importance of free play for children, the implications
of over scheduling on children’s mental health and how to create balance in the lives of your children.
When : Tuesday 2 April 2019 8:00 pm AEDT

Price : This webinar is $37 per person to attend, and is free of charge to families at schools that have a Parenting Ideas membership. Use the voucher code below to register for the webinar.
How parents can redeem the voucher
1. Click this link: https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-balancingextracurricular-activities
2. Click ‘Add to cart’
3. Click ‘View cart’
4. Enter the voucher code BALANCING and click ‘Apply’. Your discount of $37 will be applied to the order. This
voucher is valid until 2 May 2019.
5. Click ‘Proceed to checkout’
6. Fill in your account details. These are the details you will use to login to your account and access your parenting
material
7. Click ‘Place Order’
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Friends of WPS News
Friends of WPS Festival Stall: Fairy Floss & Bake Sale held Sat 23rd & Sun 24th
March
Festival is now just over a week away! If you haven't already had the chance,
please add your name to the stall roster at the office (the office staff can assist
with this by phone). As well as needing volunteers to run the stall on the Saturday and Sunday, we are also seeking volunteers to assist with set-up on Fri
afternoon from 4-6pm and pack up / pull down on the Sunday 4-5pm.
This year, in line with the new no plastic policy of the festival food stalls we ask that you send your yummy creations to school in named containers that will be returned to you the following week. Please fill the containers with
your favourite cake, slice or biscuit. Any compostable packaging can be used such as paper paddy pans, paper
plates or ‘popcorn boxes’ (e.g. for caramel popcorn or toffee). All ingredients for each product need to be provided
as well as the family name. The only restriction is that the food cannot contain cream, custard or jelly as we don't
have the facilities to keep the products cold. Gluten Free and dairy free products are well sought after if you would
like to make any. We'll have a special section at the stall for these. You can include nuts, just ensure it is clearly
stated on the label. Please bring baked items to school on Friday 22 March at school drop-off or pickup. If you can't
do either of these times, you can bring them to our stall at the festival on Saturday or Sunday but it is easiest if the
majority of the contributions are brought to school on the Friday. Volunteers will be collecting the cakes and pricing them as they arrive (put your name on the roster if you can help). Also, if you have any tiered cake stands or
transparent cake cloches we can use on the stall please also send them in but please make sure they are named so
we can return them. We thank you in advance for all your time and effort. The homemade bake sale is one of our
best annual fundraisers and ultimately it is our children that benefit from our hard work.
Please feel free to contact us should you have any queries.

Meg & Liz on behalf of Friends of WPS Committee
meg.kneebone@gmail.com heaton.liz@gmail.com
0406 949 491
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Sport News
House Fun Run/Cross Country
On Tuesday 26 March our House Cross Country/Fun Run is going to be held. These events will be held in the morning. As well as determining our winning house and selecting our District Cross Country team, this is a school fundraising event.
A Fitness Fun Run has been organised for the students in Foundation – 2. The students in Years F - 2will compete in
their grades on the day. Foundation will be allowed a 20 minute time slot and the Years 1/2 a 30 minute time slot
to complete as many 110m laps as possible. Their results will be added to the house points from the Years 3 – 6
Cross Country Run to determine the winning house. The students in Year 3 – 6 will be competing in the House Cross
Country to be held at Stiggants Reserve.
The students participating in these activities can be sponsored for laps/kilometre completed or a donation given
to the school.
A notice with further details and a sponsor sheet have been sent home with your child. In previous years this money has been put towards Physical Education equipment, new line marking on the asphalt court, sport uniforms,
post padding, resurfacing the old multi floor, resurfacing of the oval and house banners. This year the money will
go towards the return of our long jump pit.

If you are able to help on the day could you please fill in the following slip and return to school. Thank you

House Cross Country/Fun Run—Tuesday 26 March

I would love to assist in :

Foundation—2 Events

Years 3—6 Events

YES

YES

Name : ______________________________________________________________________________

Child’s Name : ________________________________________________________
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District Tennis
Last week we had one competitor in the district tennis that was played at Serpell. There were 7 schools competing
and Farrah finished in third place, a fantastic effort, well done Farrah!
Interschool Sport
Today we played against Templestowe Heights Primary School. Unfortunately cricket had to be cancelled as the
council had sprayed the oval. Open Rounders, Girls Rounders and Open Softball all had wins.
Next week we have a home game against Our Lady Of The Pines. Please ensure students are in correct sport uniform, have their hat and drink bottle.

If there is a parent/s available to transport our equipment please let me know. Thank you to Catherine for helping
us with this last week.

Sally

OSHC News
This week at aftercare has been full of cooking activities! We made banana flavoured pancakes and some scones. We are planning to make more pancakes this
week with a surprise flavour. We also made fireflies out of iceypole sticks, pipe
cleaners and glitter to make them sparkle! More toys have been discovered in the
store room – as well as a bubble blower which was very popular with Luca at before care! We are looking forward to another week full of activities.

Amanda, Davin, Georgia, Chelsea
MEET THE STAFF!
Amanda:
Position – Coordinator
Education – Bachelor of Teaching (Primary – In progress)

Hobbies – Swimming, Surfing, Hiking, Yoga, Gym, Travel & Photography

Sick Bay Laundry Roster
The lucky mum on duty is Erin Chalmers. Thanks for coming up to change the linen, make the beds
up and return it next week all fresh and clean, much appreciated

Cherise
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Performing Arts News
Warrandyte Primary School is proud to have again been invited to perform at
the Warrandyte Festival. Our Bush Band performances have become a popular tradition amongst festival-goers, and this year will be no exception! Make sure you come along to the Stiggants
stage to support Kevin O’Mara and the Year 5/6 students – especially our new instrumentalists who will be playing
in their debut performance. Although having only being introduced to their choreography at last week’s State
Schools Spectacular regional dance rehearsal, our Spec Dance Team hopes, too, to prepare a brief stage item (a
sneaky-peak performance of what’s to come at Melbourne Arena in September).

All participating students need to meet at the Stiggants Reserve outdoor stage at 12.20pm on Saturday, March 23
to be ready to perform at 12.45. This will be a short while after the street parade has finished. Please remember to
apply sunscreen and bring a water bottle.
Best of luck to these students with your rehearsals and thank you for representing WPS!

Congratulations to our Year 5/6 Spec Dance students, Ailish, Bel, Cameron, Darcy, Ella, Emile, Farrah, Grace, Hailey, Holly, Jasmine, Jessica, Lilly M, Liz, Lucy and Tabitha who enthusiastically participated in Warrandyte Primary’s
first regional rehearsal at Mont Albert Primary School last Thursday. The students impressed the organisers with
their respectful behaviour, ability and stamina - learning choreography for five new dances in four hours! Many
thanks to our parent drivers and to all families who have kindly offered to assist with future rehearsals. (If you
haven't seen the brief video from our rehearsal, check out the VSSS or FOWPS Facebook pages).
Warrandyte Primary School is very excited to have also been offered a place in this year’s State Schools Spectacular
Mass Choir. Congratulations to the following students from Years 4 – 6 who will begin rehearsals later this term in
preparation for the September 14 performances: Scarlet, Lucinda, Emily, Amy, Trixie, Joe, Maddie P, Phoenix, Ava
M, Gemma, Freya, Josh, Chloe, Maggie, Raphy, Marley T, and Evie.
Our representation in both the Mass Dance and Mass Choir means that this year, all Warrandyte Primary’s senior
students were given the opportunity to audition for and participate in this amazing, world-class performance.

Kirsty

It's nearly Warrandyte Festival time again!!
Applications are again online, the application form can be found at:
https://warrandytefestival.org/participation/applications/
Applications are open now, until the Wednesday before the festival.
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Duck Race
This year we will NOT be decorating ducks during our Art sessions. Any students who
would like to decorate a duck for the duck race are welcome to purchase a recycled or new duck from the office.
Recycled Duck - $2
New Duck - $3
Re-purposed Duck - $2 (includes race entry fee)
The Ducks will be featured in the parade and on display at the Festival both days. The big race is held Sunday 24th
at 2.30pm.
* Please consider the environment when decorating the ducks. Also, please ensure child's name and school is
written in permanent marker on the base of the repurposed ducks.

2019 Warrandyte Festival Parade

Hi Everyone,
The Warrandyte Festival is upon us again and I am in need of some volunteers to help make our children’s day even
more special and exciting! We are looking for volunteers who can help:
Make decorations for the truck
Decorate the truck (on the Friday afternoon prior to the festival)

We are also in need of a volunteer (who has a truck), who is willing to drive the Bush Band during the parade.

If you’re able to help, please fill out the form below and return it to your child’s teacher.
Steph
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name:________________________________________________________________________________________

I can help with:_________________________________________________________________________________

My best contact is_______________________________________________________________________________
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FOWPS Volunteering and Warrandyte Festival Roster (22-24 March)
The Warrandyte Festival is rapidly approaching and is a major fundraiser for our school. We
will be involved in a fairy floss and bake stall. So that the stall can run over the busy festival
weekend we ask every family puts one name down for one hour over the weekend (you are
welcome to do more hours or put down more names if you can!).
We are hoping to have 4 parent helpers per hour; 2 for the cake stall and 2 to run the fairy
floss machine. We'll also need some help Friday afternoon and Sunday afternoon to
setup/pull down the stall.
Keep in mind that on Saturday the parade is on from 11am to 12noon and then the WPS
students perform on the main stage from 12:45 to 1.15pm. We still need to staff the stall
during these times.
The roster for the school’s festival stall is now available in the front office if you want to add
your name directly OR select a suitable time slot below and return it to the school office.
First and last name:

Phone:

Friday Packing and labelling at school
9-10am 2-3pm 3-4pm
Friday Set up market site
4-5:30pm
Saturday am (9-12)
Saturday pm (12-5)
Sunday am (9-12)
Sunday pm (12-4)
Sunday 4-5:30 pack up
OR
Preferred day/time: ____________________ Preferred job: cake stall
fairy floss
Other fundraising events this year include
Term 2: Trivia Night
Term 3: Movie Night and Fathers’ Day Breakfast
Term 4: Carols Strawberry and Icecream sales
Volunteering at the Warrandyte Market
Grade 6 Graduation fundraising
Working bees
Please circle any you would like to help with and we will contact you when the time comes.
Thanks for your support,
Meg Bailey
On behalf of FOWPS
M: 0406 040 491
E: meg.kneebone@gmail.com
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JAM HOT MUSIC PROGRAMS

Building Self Esteem & Confidence
through Music Performance
WE OFFER MUSIC LESSONS

DRUM KIT
PIANO/KEYBOARD
SINGING & DANCING
ROCK/POP BAND PROGRAM
TEACHING ALL STYLES OF MUSIC
BRUNO MARS / AC DC / ED SHEERAN /PINK
KATIE PERRY /

TIMETABLED LESSONS
DURING SCHOOLS HOURS ON A MONDAY
GRAB A ENROLMENT FORM AT THE OFFICE
OR
ENROL ONLINE
AT

JAMHOTMUSIC.COM.AU
PLEASE RETURN YOUR ENROLMENT FORM
TO THE OFFICE ASAP
Enquiries please contact
JASON STONEHOUSE
0419 872 875
email jamhotmusic@hotmail.com
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Warrandyte Primary School is fundraising with Entertainment!
Your support really helps our fundraising, so we’re thrilled to let you know about
special bonus Early Bird Entertainment Membership Offers for loyal supporters.
Pre-order the NEW 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership and receive bonus offers you can use right away!

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1n80286
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