
Principal’s Report School Calendar 

Uniform Shop Open 9.00 

Every Tuesday & Friday 

Saturday 18 May 

9am Election Day FOWPS 

BBQ 

Monday 20 May 

Year 1/2 One World Many 

Stories Incursion 

Tuesday 21 May 

District Cross Country 

Wednesday 22 May 

Open Day/Evening 

Year 1/2 Yarra Valley Wa-

ter Incursion 

Thursday 23 May 

School Photos 

Monday 27 May 

Curriculum Day 

Wednesday 29 May 

7pm-Finance-7.30pm-

School Council Meeting 

Monday 3 June 

Year 5/6 Old Melb Gaol 

Excursion  
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Tobruk Hall and Commemorative Garden – A very special occasion 

It is well known that our school has had a very strong relationship with The Rats of 

Tobruk Association for more than 25 years. Our Grade 6 students have the privi-

lege each year to visit Tobruk House in South Melbourne to talk with our surviving 

Rats and remember those who are no longer with us. Students develop a strong 

understanding of this part of our Australian history, being respectful when they 

meet the Rats and gaining a personal appreciation of the sacrifices they gave for 

us. 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee, led by Cathie Brooks, have been given per-

mission to honour the Rats of Tobruk Association and the memory of those sol-

diers by changing the name of our “old multi” to Tobruk Hall. To accompany this 

commitment of the building, the team have established a commemorative garden 

with several working bees over the April holidays. This ensured that this was ready 

for the very important ANZAC Day. A plaque, which has been in our 5/6 garden, 

will be relocated to this new garden. This is a beautiful space for our students to 

enjoy with seats built in for quiet passive play or conversation. 

We have so many people to give recognition and thanks to including; 

 The Buildings and Grounds Team 

 Tobruk House for allowing the team to complete the project 

 The Croydon Men’s Shed for creating the sign 

 Wayne Melven for installing the sign 

 

Warrandyte visits the Kinders! 

Last Friday Kylie, Carolyn and I visited 8 kindergartens. It was a fantastic opportuni-

ty to talk about our school and encourage new parents to visit us or take a tour. 

We had the pleasure of meeting the Kinder students across most of our visits and 

find out what they were doing within their learning. Pre-schools are always ex-

citing places to visit and are full of energy. We had the chance to chat to  the  

mailto:warrandyte.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Kinder teachers also to gain some insight into parent needs with regards to their children. During these visits we 

communicated our ‘Transition Program’ for 2019 – 2020 and planned special follow up visits. We also took time to 

invite the Kinders to our school so that the children, no matter where they attend next year, have an opportunity to 

see and experience a primary school setting. 

NAPLAN Congratulations 
 
Congratulations need to go out to the students in Years 3 and 5 who participated in the NAPLAN Testing this week. 
They all tried hard and did their very best and that’s all we can ask of them. I would also like to thank the teachers, 
led by Jenny, who implemented the four tests in such a professional and positive manner. 
 
Education Week – An exciting week ahead 
 
At Warrandyte Primary School we are so excited to invite parents, prospective parents and the wider community to 
visit our school on the 22nd of May. You can visit classrooms during the day from 9am to 1.00pm or attend our Ed-
ucation Evening from 6.30pm to 7.45pm. The evening will see all of our classrooms open and we will be showcasing 
our student’s achievements. Across the evening there will be a STEM Electric Car display in our new STEM room 
and a Bush Band performance in our Bampi. We are anticipating a huge participation. 
 

Special Mentions 
 
Running the UTA 
I would like to wish Millie Wells and Genevieve Stephens all the best for their upcoming run. They are running 

through the Blue Mountains in the UTA 22km on Friday. This run starts at the Queen Victoria Hospital and finishes 

at the atmospheric Scenic World with an elevation gain of 1,200m and a descent of 1,090m.  

I would also like to wish Michelle Chan all the best for her upcoming UTA 50km run on Saturday. We look forward 

to hearing about your efforts and overall achievements. 

 
Marley from 34J and her Mum, Kate emailed the school this week with a fantastic link to share with our community 
for a good cause. The ‘Robert Connor Dawes’ Foundation have developed an online game called ‘Birdbrain’ in an 
attempt to raise awareness and much needed funds for children’s brain cancer. Every time the game is played in 
the month of May, ‘Sharpie’ (permanent markers) are donating $2 to the ‘brain matters’ project, which aims to 
fund brain cancer research. They hope to raise $30,000. Marley and Kate thought our school community could all 
try this by using the link below. 
 
https://rcdfoundation.org/ 
 
Give it a go. 
 

Rick Griffiths 

Acting Principal  

 

https://rcdfoundation.org/
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School Council Report 
School Council met at the beginning of May and during our meeting we approved 27 May as a Curriculum 
day.  Staff will dedicate the day to training on Compass, in preparation of its integration into Warrandyte Primary 
School – including using it for Reports. 

  

The Principal’s report noted that our school had been identified by ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment and 
Reporting Authority) as having demonstrated above average gains in reading and/or numeracy achievement, as 
measured by NAPLAN.  School Council would like to congratulates staff on the ACARA acknowledgment, your dedi-
cation is very much appreciated. 

 

Building and Grounds Committee reported a fabulous working bee for Tobruk Garden during the school holi-
days.  Cathie Brooks and Brendan Curtis led a team of familiar faces plus many new families to working the bee for 
a fun and productive morning.  They even had a reporter from the Warrandyte Diary pop in.  Currently lots of ideas 
are being floated about the best way to acknowledge the opening of this very special part of our school. 

 

Last night Liz generously hosted a meeting in her home for FOWPS, to accommodate parents that would like to 
contribute in some way but usually cannot attend meetings during the day.  Plans are currently in place for Satur-
day’s Sausage Sizzle for Election Day and the annual Trivia night is scheduled for August with a format much the 
same as prior years. 

 

Carmen Greenhill 
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FOWPS News  
Election Day BBQ 

Our Election Day BBQ is only a couple of days away!  It will be held 9-
3pm on Saturday outside the BAMPI building where we hope to attract 
many hungry voters! There is a roster at the office for anyone who can 
spare an hour on the day. If you can’t make it into school, please phone 
the school office and they can write you in for a suitable time. At time of writing there are spots needing to be filled 
at 8-9am, 9-10am, 10-11am,11-12pm,12-1pm & 2-3pm. 

  

Trivia Night 

 7pm Saturday 22 June POSTPONED Now 7pm on Sat 3rd Aug 

Unfortunately, our Trivia Night date clashed with a local sports club event that lots of WPS families are involved in, 
so we have postponed to next term – please save the new date, Sat 3rd Aug.  Apologies for any inconvenience.   

  

Our committee met last night.  In addition to Trivia Night, we would love to run a Kid’s Movie Night, Father’s Day 
Breakfast, Scout Raffle, Kid’s Art Work fundraiser and catering at our WPS Christmas Carols Evening.  Each of these 
events needs a co-ordinator and will not run without someone taking the lead.  Please get in touch if you would like 
to put your hand up. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Liz Heaton and Meg Bailey on behalf of Friends of WPS committee. 

0425 828 894; heaton.liz@gmail.com 

 

 

OSHC News  
This week at OSHC we have been focusing on how we can eat healthy AND exciting! This has included making our 
own foods – such as frozen yogurt bark and chocolate crackle bliss balls! These foods were all using healthy ingredi-
ents – were both fun to make and eat! We have been enjoying them throughout the week. We have also made 
chocolate playdough – which was not as fun to eat. Turns out cocoa, cornflour and coconut milk do not taste good 
mixed together! 

We are also planning a possible incursion for our Curriculum Day on the 27th of May – this would depend on num-
bers enrolled prior to the day. Please let us know asap if you would like to be involved! 

 

Amanda, Davin and Chelsea 

mailto:heaton.liz@gmail.com
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Enjoying healthy relationships has a tremendous impact on your child’s wellbeing and their overall success at 
school. Many children who experience behavioural problems at school have difficulty interacting with their peers. 
 
Coach your child in positive social skills 
Children who develop healthy friendships generally have a definite set of social skills that help make them easy to 
like, easy to relate to and easy to play with. If your child is struggling to make friends consider coaching them using 
this three-pronged approach: 
 
Be open: Some children close themselves off to forming new friendships, preferring to stick to one or two  
friends. Encourage your child to be open to forming friendships with a wide variety of children in and outside 
school and in doing so encircling themselves with many friendship groups 
 
Be inclusive: Encourage your child to include a wide number of children in their games and activities rather than 
restricting the possibility of joining in to certain children. Healthy friendship groups are open and inclusive of oth-
ers, while unhealthy relationships, such as cliques are restrictive, one-sided and full of gossip and criticism 
 
Be aware: Encourage social awareness in your child. For instance, a socially-aware child would be discrete when 
giving out birthday party invitations at school, being protective and sensitive to the feeling of those not invited.  
This level of social awareness doesn’t necessarily come naturally to all children, but it can be reinforced by parents 
and teachers 
 
Encourage friendships with both genders 
The primary school age is an ideal time for children to form friendships with both genders. This is particularly valid 
if your child has siblings of their own gender, or don’t have siblings. It’s through these early relationships that we 
gain the confidence to mix with different genders in later life. Forming friends helps to break down the mystique 
that can form, when a child has little contact with the ‘other’ gender. 
 
Understand the impact of gender on friendships 
Research shows that boys’ friendships groups are more inclusive and less changeable than friendships enjoyed by 
girls, particularly those in the eight to twelve year age group. Be prepared to support your daughter through the 
hurt of friendship breakdowns and remind her that new friendships are just around the corner. Help her reflect on 
her own place in a friendship breakdown, and be open to restoring a relationship once emotions are in check. 
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Remember, friends of a feather flock together 
If you think that your child doesn’t have as many friends as a sibling or other children their own age, don’t be too 
alarmed. On average, children usually have only two or three significant friendships at any one time. It’s the quality 
rather than the quantity of friendships that counts. If you are concerned that your child lacks friends at school en-
courage him to take up a variety of extra-curricular activities. It’s easier to strike up a friendship with someone 
when you have something in common.   
Above all else encourage your child to be friendly by talking to others, showing an interest in what other children 
do, offering help when needed and being willing to enter a new game or social situation. Consider teaching your 
child, if necessary, alternatives to fighting and arguing when there is disagreement and conflict within groups. 
 
As your school has a membership with Parenting Ideas, you can attend the upcoming webinar -Teach 
girls to build each other up- at no cost! 
About the webinar 
Join Parenting educator Collett Smart in this special webinar that will show you how to help girls create positive 
peer relationships and provide practical advice and ideas to help them navigate tricky situations including toxic 
friendships, cliques and bullying. 
When 
Wednesday 29 May 2019 at 8:00 PM AEST. 
Price 
This webinar is $37 per person to attend, and is free of charge to families at schools that have a Parenting Ideas 
membership. Use the voucher code below to register. 
 
How parents can redeem the voucher 
1. Click this link: https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-teach-girls-
tobuild- each-other-up 
2. Click ‘Add to cart’ 
3. Click ‘View cart’ 
4. Enter the voucher code FRIENDSHIPS and click ‘Apply Coupon’. Your discount of $37 will be applied to the 
order. This voucher is valid until 29 June 2019 
5. Click ‘Proceed to checkout’ 
6. Fill in your account details. These are the details you will use to login to your account 
7. Click ‘Place Order’ 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-teach-girls-tobuild-
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-teach-girls-tobuild-
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Woolworths Earn & Learn 2019 

This year we are participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program.  Through this program we will be able to 

obtain new educational resources for our school and all we need to do is shop at Woolworths for your groceries. 

From Wednesday 1 May to Tuesday 25 June, we are collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers.  Place the stick-

ers onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the Sticker Sheet can be dropped into 

the Collection Box here at school.  This year we are lucky enough to have a Collec-

tion Box outside Woolworths at The Pines shopping centre. 

At the end of the promotion, we will be able to procure some great new equip-

ment.   The range is extensive and offers lots of items ideal for our students – in-

cluding resources for Maths, ICT, Science, Sports, Arts & Crafts and more. 

Please inform your relatives, friends and neighbours to collect the Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers for our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The time is fast approaching for Zara to be attending the 31st Asian Pacific Children’s Convention in Japan this July. 
She is looking for individuals or businesses that would be willing to donate small gifts for giving to the children / 
officials that they meet on behalf of our community here in Warrandyte. It is seen as a way to show respect and to 
introduce where everyone is from. Ideally small badges, bookmarks, books but especially anything typically 
‘Australian’ or ‘Australian made’ would be greatly appreciated.  

 

If anyone is able to help can they please let me know and I can provide more details. I can also arrange an official 
‘thankyou’ letter from AJSV to put up. 

Thanks for your support 

Dione & Zara Veal 

 

Sick Bay Laundry Roster  
 

The lucky mum on duty is Carmen Greenhill.  Thanks for coming up to change the linen, make the beds up and re-

turn it next week all fresh and clean, much appreciated 

Cherise 
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The 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Memberships are here, with exclusive offers for everything you love to do. It’s our 

best Membership yet, packed with amazing offers for activities, attractions, shopping, travel and all kinds of tasty 

treats - from cool cafes to fabulous fine dining.  

With Entertainment there are thousands of experiences you can enjoy, while raising funds for the things you care 

about. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1n80286 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Warrandyte Primary School! 

Get your new Entertainment Membership today. We 

have books available to purchase at the office TODAY! 
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Metropolitan Fire District 
 
Forest Fire Management Victoria and CFA advise that the following planned burn will go ahead in Warrandyte on 
Sunday 19 May - weather permitting;  

Warrandyte - David Road      4.1 hectares 

 
Please see attachment for more information, including a map showing the location of the planned burn.  

 This burn is scheduled to begin mid morning on Sunday 19 May. 

 Lighting of the burn will continue for much of the day. 

Crews will continue to patrol the burn area until it is declared safe, including patrolling through the night.  
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SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING 
 

SCHOOLPIX will be here on Thursday 23 May 

 

PHOTO DAY TIPS: 

 

Dress:  Clean and tidy in full school uniform 

Hair:    Neat and swept off face 

 

Online Orders:   To pre-order online, take your personal Order and ID Numbers found on 

your order form and go to www.schoolpix.com.au.  Orders can be placed 

online up to 2 working days after photography.  You do not need to return 

the order form if you order online.   

 

Remember: All orders placed online before m idnight on pho-

tography day will receive a free 20cm x 25cm black and white portrait 

print.  

 

Manual Orders:  Complete your order form and return with payment to school on photog-

raphy day.    

 

Sibling Orders:  For a special photo of your children together order online by 8am on pho-

tography day.  Alternatively collect a Sibling Order Form from the office 

or download it from the SchoolPix website and return it on photography 

day.  Only siblings that place an order will be photographed. 

 

If you have any questions call SchoolPix on 1300 766 055 or email 

help@schoolpix.com.au 

 

http://www.schoolpix.com.au
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RECYCLE & 

UPCYCLE SALE 

Saturday 18th May 

10am – 12pm 

 

At Warrandyte Uniting Church, 

cnr Taroona Ave & Westend Rd 

 

RECYCLE 

Bring your items to be recycled & reused - TVs, CDs, DVDs, bicycles, 

computers, ink cartridges, phones, glasses, stamps, material, buttons, 

batteries, bicycles, bras, corks, light globes & more. 

 

UPCYCLE  

Huge range of goods for sale – furniture, appliances, books, plants, ma-

terial and more.  

Nab a cheap bargain and save our landfill. 

Supporting street kids in Manila. 

 

www.riverflow.com.au or call Maurie on 9844 3830  

 

Riverflow Recycling, a peace project of Warrandyte Uniting 

Church in collaboration with WarrandyteCAN 

http://www.riverflow.com.au/
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Bookings and Cheese 

Order Form 
The Trivia Night and Silent Auction will be held in the 

BAMPI on SATURDAY 3 AUGUST from 7pm (for a prompt 

7:30pm quiz start). This year you can once again preorder 

lovely cheese platters (made by Kate Khazour, Asterisk 

Kitchen) to share with your table and you are welcome to 

BYO nibbles and drinks (glasses provided). 

Please complete the form below and return it with payment to the office by FRIDAY 26 

JULY. 

Details of primary contact for this booking 

First Name: ________________________ Surname: __________________________ 

Contact Phone Number: ______________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Number of tickets (max 10 per table) $20 each:  __________ 

These tickets are for (list additional names): _______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of cheese platters ($20 each):         __________ 

Amount enclosed:          $__________ 

Please select one of the options below 

Please allocate me/us a table 

I have a table already with … (please list any members of your table not listed above) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Don’t forget to organize a theme for your table for the best dressed table competition! 

Thank you for your support of this great school event! 


