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Warrandyte Festival
Only two more sleeps until the 2018 Warrandyte Festival and there is plenty of
excitement in the air.
The parade will be held this Saturday, 23 March. Classroom teachers will meet
their grades at the assembly point at Lions Park (Tennis Courts at the bridge) at
10.15am. Please have children there in plenty of time.
Teachers will then walk with their grades along Yarra Street to Stiggants Reserve.
At Stiggants Reserve, students from this years State Schools Spectacular will perform on the main stage followed by the Bush band. The performance will begin at
12.45pm.
Students should come dressed in the costume chosen for their year level. Parents
will have received a notice from their class teacher.
We look forward to seeing as many students as possible representing Warrandyte
Primary School at this very special community event.

Friday 22 March
Musica Viva Incursion
Saturday 23 March
Warrandyte Festival Parade 11am & 12.45 Bushband & SSS Performing
Tuesday 26 March
Fun Run/House Cross
Country
Wednesday 27 March

Professional Practice Days
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement, Warrandyte Primary
School teachers will spend four days during the year developing their skills in areas
that are aligned to the schools priorities. Each full time teacher is entitled to one
day per term to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning that will benefit all students at Warrandyte Primary School. There is planning in
place to ensure that student learning will continue as normal when teachers are
out of the classroom and days will be scheduled in advance to ensure there is minimal impact. We are very fortunate at Warrandyte Primary School to have a highly
skilled and dedicated staff. They are continually learning, quite often from each
other, to ensure that they are providing the very best learning opportunities for all
students.
2020 Prep Information Evening
Last Tuesday, the school hosted an information evening for prospective 2020 parents. This year we were fortunate to have Angela McGann speak to the parents
about starting school. Angela has a vast experience working with children and their
families. She has worked with a variety of aged children from babies to 12 year
olds. Angela now consults with the Early Life Foundation on all things involved in
starting school. Angela spoke about the importance of social and emotional development in determining school readiness. She provided some wonderful tips in how
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to establish if your child is ready for school. Angela is available to support parents in the decision making process
(cost involved) or parents can contact their local council field officer for support at no cost. Please contact the
school if you require further information.
A sincere thank you to Kylie for organising the evening and Kirsty for her support on the night.

Congratulations


Bush Band and School Spectacular dancers for working hard to prepare for their performances at the Warrandyte Festival



Trinity B (1/2J ) for speaking confidently at assembly on Monday morning



Year 3/4 students for their enthusiasm and positive behaviour displayed during their excursion to Currawong
Park.

Thought for the Week
If you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change.
Dr Wayne Dyer

Craig Crouch
Principal
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Last Friday’s shooting of innocent people in two Christchurch mosques is an event that has shaken people to the
core worldwide.
While we’d like to protect our children from such events, in reality it’s impossible, as the news coverage is so widespread and the event itself has impacted so many people. The personal nature of this particular tragedy makes it
even harder to stomach than some recent natural disasters that have made the news, as awful as they have been.
So how do you approach this with your children? There is no easy answer, but be assured that your child will benefit from talking to you. These ideas may help:
Be available

Let your child or young person know that it is okay to talk about the events in Christchurch. Listen to what they
think and feel. By listening, you can find out if they have misunderstandings, and you can learn more about the support that they need. You do not need to explain more than they are ready to hear, but be willing to answer their
questions.
Filter the news
While we don’t advocate censorship, we do suggest that you take particular care about your child’s exposure to
news events. The consistency of images can be frightening for young children who don’t understand the notion of
distance and have difficulty distinguishing between reality and fiction. Older children and teenagers will probably
be interested in the news events, but they probably need an adult available to answer their questions and reassure
them.
Engage in the news with older children
Many issues are now arising from this event that may be of significant interest to older primary-aged children and
teenagers. Be prepared to engage in discussions about political leadership, gun laws, the coverage of the event itself by the media and other issues that will emerge. Increasingly, young people are demonstrating that they want
to have a voice in shaping the world they live in. Give them a chance to air their concerns and formulate their ideas
in the safe confines of home.
Manage emotions raised

The Christchurch tragedy may raise many emotions for children and young people including sadness over the loss
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life, confusion over how such an event could happen, and outrage over injustice. Take your cues from your children
and follow the threads that emerge. Demonstrate that you understand how that they may be upset and clarify
their emotions if possible: “It’s understandable to be angry when you hear news like this.”
Moderate your language
Currently, we live in very divisive times. The fact that this shooting was carried out on one particular group demonstrates just the extent of the divisiveness of our community. Encourage kids to be inclusive, steering clear of valued
-laden, extreme language such as ‘terrorists’, ‘evil’ and ‘horrors’ when describing the events and the alleged perpetrators. Not only does this type of language encourage children and young people to take a position rather than
focus on the problems, it risks desensitising them to the reality of the impact of this event. The use of more sedate,
yet descriptive language such as ‘gunman’, ‘awful’ and ‘tragedy’ can take remove the emotional sting, while
demonstrating the enormity of the event’s impact.
Keep to a normal routine
Your child may feel powerless. You may feel the same way as that’s what events like the Christchurch shooting
does to us. Maintaining the same sleeping, eating and daily routines can help to restore a sense of control over our
daily lives.
Show them how to change the world
Arguably, these are the worst of times in terms of social divisiveness. Our children in many ways are letting us know
that they don’t want to continue living this way. So how can they have an impact? Recently a timely clue came my
way in the form of a notification from Facebook. Over the weekend, a parent shared an existing message to her
Muslim friends as a message of hope. The quote reads:

“Don’t become too pre-occupied with your child’s academic ability, but instead teach them to sit with those sitting
alone. Teach them to be kind. Teach them to offer help. Teach them to be a friend to the lonely. Teach them to encourage others. Teach them to think about other people. Teach them to share. Teach them to look for the good.
This is how they will change the world.”
We get that power back when we start to impact the people around us in small ways, making positive changes for
the better.
‘Kindness’, ‘helping others’, ‘encouraging’, ‘sharing’ and similar concepts don’t make great political slogans but they
form the basis of every strong community- which is precisely what kids need.
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Friends of WPS News
Friends of WPS Festival Stall: Fairy Floss & Bake Sale held Sat 23rd & Sun 24th
March
Firstly, THANK YOU to all who have put their names on the roster. Friday and
Sunday are well covered. If you have any spare time on Saturday please swing
past the stall and see if you are needed.

This year, in line with the new no plastic policy of the festival food stalls we ask that you send your yummy creations to school in named containers that will be returned to you the following week.
Please fill the containers with your favourite cake, slice or biscuit. Any compostable packaging can be used such as
paper paddy pans, paper plates or ‘popcorn boxes’ (e.g. for caramel popcorn or toffee). All ingredients for each
product need to be provided as well as the family name.
The only restriction is that the food cannot contain cream, custard or jelly as we don't have the facilities to keep
the products cold.
Gluten Free and dairy free products are well sought after if you would like to make any. We'll have a special section
at the stall for these. You can include nuts, just ensure it is clearly stated on the label.
Please bring baked items to school on Friday 22 March at school drop-off or pickup to the Staffroom (back of admin
building). If you can't do either of these times, you can bring them to our stall at the festival on Saturday or Sunday
but it is easiest if the majority of the contributions are brought to school on the Friday.
Also, if you have any tiered cake stands or transparent cake cloches we can use on the stall please also send them
in but please make sure they are named so we can return them.
We thank you in advance for all your time and effort.
Please feel free to contact us should you have any queries. Meg & Liz on behalf of Friends of WPS Committee
meg.kneebone@gmail.com heaton.liz@gmail.com 0406 949 491 0425 828 894

Sick Bay Laundry Roster
The lucky mum on duty is Anita Christian. Thanks for coming up to change the linen, make the beds up and return
it next week all fresh and clean, much appreciated

Cherise
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Sport News
House Fun Run/Cross Country
Next Tuesday, 26 March our House Cross Country/Fun Run is going to be held. These events will be held in the
morning. As well as determining our winning house and selecting our District Cross Country team, this is a school
fundraising event.
A Fitness Fun Run has been organised for the students in Foundation – 2. The students in Years F - 2will compete in
their grades on the day. Foundation will be allowed a 20 minute time slot and the Years 1/2 a 30 minute time slot
to complete as many 110m laps as possible. Their results will be added to the house points from the Years 3 – 6
Cross Country Run to determine the winning house. The students in Years 3 – 6 will be competing in the House
Cross Country to be held at Stiggants Reserve.
The students participating in these activities can be sponsored for laps/kilometre completed or a donation given
to the school.
A notice with further details and a sponsor sheet have been sent home with your child. In previous years this money has been put towards Physical Education equipment, new line marking on the asphalt court, sport uniforms,
post padding, resurfacing the old multi floor, resurfacing of the oval and house banners. This year the money will
go towards the return of our long jump pit.

If you are able to help on the day could you please fill in the following slip and return to school. Thank you

House Cross Country/Fun Run—Tuesday 26 March
I would love to assist in :

Foundation—2 Events

Years 3—6 Events

YES

YES

Name : ______________________________________________________________________________

Child’s Name : ________________________________________________________
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Interschool Sport
This week we had wins in cricket and girls rounders. Next week is a home match against Milgate Primary School.
Please ensure students are in correct sport uniform, have their hat and drink bottle.
Thank you to Lisa for helping us with this last week.

Sally

OSHC News
This week at aftercare has been an eventful one! We have played many games that have helped the children come
together as a group! We have baked a lamington cake which was enjoyed by the students very much, as well as
some pancakes that didn’t exactly work out! Today we are going to make some slime which the students are looking forward to. We are also going to have a go at making our own orange juice!

MEET THE STAFF!
Davin:
Position: Assistant
Education: Bachelor of Teaching (Primary – In progress)
Hobbies: Building models, PS4 games, comic books, cooking, playing guitar and bass

Amanda, Davin, Georgia, Chelsea
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