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School Calendar
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Every Tuesday & Friday

Student Attitudes to School Survey

Friday 5 April

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing
and quality instruction and are conducting a survey to find out what your child
thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey
offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an
understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will
use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's
schooling experience.
Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will
complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online
survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child.
All responses to the survey are kept anonymous. Personal identification data will
not be recorded. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is
protected at all times.
This year, the Attitudes to School Survey will be conducted at our school between
Monday 29 April and Friday 7 June. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete
and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of Term 2. All
survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that
no individual student can be identified.
Survey results will be communicated to parents through the annual report, School
Council and the school newsletter later in the year. Results will also be discussed
with students.
Last year, we used the survey results to inform our focus on teaching and learning
and student wellbeing. Targets have been set and have been included in our school
2019 Annual Implementation Plan. The areas of focus include Learning Confidence,
School Connectedness, Stimulating Learning, Student Motivation, Teacher Effectiveness and Student Voice.
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher.

Last day term 1—2.30
Finish
Tuesday 23 April
Term 2 Commences
Thursday 25 April
Anzac Day Public Holiday
Thursday 2 May
SSS Rehearsal @ Mont
Albert PS
Tuesday 21 May
District Cross Country
Thursday 23 May
School Photos
Thursday 6 June
SSS Rehearsal @ Mont
Albert PS
Monday 10 June
Queens Birthday Public
Holiday

School Council
Last night, our School Council met for the Annual General Meeting and their first
council meeting of the year. Our School Council this year consists of Craig Crouch,
Steph Chivell, Cathie Brooks, Carolyn Curnow, Gen Stephens, David Wells, Andrew
Gooley, Liz Heaton, Kate Khazour, Carmen Greenhill and Jennie Dehn.
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The following staff and parents were elected to office bearer and convenor positions.
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Minute Secretary

Carolyn Curnow
Carmen Greenhill
Carmen Greenhill
Steph Chivell

Sub-Committee Convenors
Buildings and Grounds
Finance
Publicity/Communication
Education
Friends of Warrandyte

Cathie Brooks
Carmen Greenhill
Jennie Dehn
Gen Stephens
Liz Heaton

Parents who are interested in being involved in our School Council sub-committees can contact me at the school
for further information. You don’t need to be a member of School Council to be part of a sub-committee. If parents
have any questions or concerns relating to any of these areas or general questions about the school please contact
myself or talk to any of our School Council members.
Warrandyte Festival
What a wonderful event the Warrandyte Festival is. Having not attended before, with last year cancelled, I was so
impressed with the sense of community and numbers of people in attendance. It was great to see so many of our
school families involved. Thank you and congratulations to the students and staff who marched in the parade and
the parents who assisted at the ‘Fairy Floss’ and cake stall. A special mention to Liz and Meg for the outstanding
work done in organising the stall in which $4078 was raised, a fantastic result. Thank you.

Classroom Spotlight

House Meetings – students designing a house mascot

George, Asher and Samuel (3/4 J) investigating ‘Base 5’ during Mathematics
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Niamh and Levi (Prep K) dressing up ‘kimono’
style in Japanese

Prep K working on their ‘cupcake subtraction’
Congratulations


Cross Country and Fun Run competitors, for their dedication and determination shown at Tuesday’s school
event-great job!



Jarrah(1/2S), Atticus(1/2S) and Logan (3/4J) for sharing with me some wonderful examples of writing during the
week



Sally F for organising such a wonderful Cross Country/Fun Run



Parent helpers and House Captains for your support on Cross Country day

Thought of the Week
“You must expect great things from yourself before you can do them.”
Michael Jordan

Craig Crouch
Principal
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Research has shown that parents treat their boys and girls differently right from infancy.
For example, infant boys are touched more frequently and handled more roughly before the age of three months.
Also physical punishment is applied more significantly for boys than girls in many Western countries. This is despite
the fact that research also shows boys are more vulnerable and fragile.
Why do we do this?
The stereotypical belief that the only way to get boys to do the right thing is by shaming them, hurting them or being hard on them needs to be challenged every day because it is so deeply embedded into our society’s psychology.
The scars this creates in early childhood fester deep inside and are often the source of future irrational rage and
aggression.
This does not mean we do not discipline our boys or make them accountable for their choices and mistakes. It
means we need to consciously choose the same warm discipline and communication that we tend to use around
girls. We need to take much better care of our little boys — emotionally, psychologically, physically and socially.
We need to stop shouting at them, hitting them, shaming them and speaking harshly to them (“Grow up!”, “Be a
man”, “What’s wrong with you?”).
Communication for resilience building
We need to make it acceptable for boys and men to express feelings other than anger and this starts with how we
speak to them day-to-day.
A good (generalised) example is how some people might respond if a child falls over. When a boy falls, he may be
told by someone influenced by the old code: “You’re right mate, up you get.” A girl who’s fallen on the other hand
may be greeted with: “Oh no sweetheart, are you OK? Come here. Let me make it better.” And offered a cuddle.
My issue with either approach is that neither child is being offered the opportunity to build resilience. The boy is
being told he mustn’t feel anything and not to take pause at all — just get up and move on. The girl is being disempowered as it’s assumed she cannot pick herself up and brush herself off, but rather she needs help to bounce back
from this hurdle. A more resilience-building response may be to say to either child: “Oops, you fell over. Are you ok
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or do you need my help?”
It’s a subtle difference in communication but the message our children get is that we expect that they are capable,
their feelings are welcome (but not dictated to them) and we are here for them if they need us.
The trouble with boys
It seems when it comes to getting in trouble that our boys fare much worse than our girls. One reason for this may
be because boys seem to be naturally more impulsive than girls from a young age and this can lead to them being
poor decision-makers.
Michael Gurian, author of Saving Our Sons (Gurian Institute Press, 2017), writes about how males and females tend
to process emotion differently in the brain. He writes that males tend to move emotions very quickly from their
brains into their bodies. They also tend to sense the emotion but then shift it to areas of the brain that will work to
solve the problem causing the emotion.
Females, on the other hand, tend to quickly shift emotions into the brain’s limbic system and to the ‘word centres’
of the brain. This could explain why many girls — not all, but a significant proportion — will tend to ‘talk it out’
when they have an issue but boys may be more likely to spring into action, and have a physical response, hurting
someone or something in the process.
It is our responsibility to help our sons realise that they need to respect those around them when they are making
these decisions.
A good starting point is for every family to implement the ‘three rules’: 1. try not to hurt yourself; 2. try not to hurt
others; and 3. try not to damage things in the world around you … this sets an expectation for everyone in the
household.
Finally, when boys muck up…


Try to see the world through his eyes and practise responding, not just reacting.



Allow him time to cool down and process the situation.



Gently ask what was his intention?



Help with work out which of the three rules he broke and what other choices he might have made.



Forgive him for making a poor choice.



Reassure him you still love him — ‘showing’ rather than ‘saying’.

Above all, our boys need us (especially we mums) to be firm, fair and fun, and to reassure them we love them unconditionally — no matter what poor choice they may have made.
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Performing Arts News
Congratulations to our fabulous Year 5/6 students who performed on the Stiggants
Reserve stage last Saturday – showing they were true ‘Stars of Warrandyte’! The Warrandyte Festival audience
were thoroughly entertained by both the Bush Band and State Schools Spectacular performances – clapping to the
music and applauding enthusiastically. It was also great to see many of last year’s graduating students singing along
and supporting our new wave of dancers and instrumentalists.

State Schools Spectacular dancers – excited before hitting the stage
for the first time!
Pre-performance energy boost for Ella and Hailey – supporting our
WPS fairy floss stall
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“We are Australian” performed by the Year 5/6 Bush Band.

Our 2019 Bush Band instrumentalists entertaining the parade crowd.
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Last Friday, WPS students from Prep to Year 6 enjoyed participating in the woodwind incursion, ‘The Air I Breathe’. Eliza, Lloyd
and Matthew from Musica Viva demonstrated, how, through musical instruments, the human body can harness the power of air and use it to express our identity in a unique way.
The students loved being introduced to the clarinet, bassoon and flute as they magically conjured up a rainy day in
bed, a fairy tale world beyond imagination, the god of the East Wind, and a steaming locomotive. During Performing Arts classes this term, students prepared for the incursion by engaging in a range of activities, including using
their own breath to create a wind orchestra, performing and conducting three-note compositions, singing melodies
to accompany ‘The Great Train Race’ and creating their own flowing choreography to Ravel’s ‘Mother Goose Suite’
from ‘Beauty and The Beast’. After the incursion, James, from Year 1, announced with a broad grin, “It was so
much fun! I can’t wait to learn the flute now!”.

1/2J creating and conducting a composition in preparation for
‘The Air I Breathe’ incursion.

Kirsty
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Sport News
House Cross Country/Fun Run
On Tuesday we held our annual House Cross Country/Fun Run events in what turned out to
be perfect conditions. A beautiful setting for the cross country down along the river and our
own oval for the fun run. We certainly have some rising stars from the Prep to Year 2 students. A big congratulations to Seb in Year 2 who ran just over 4 km’s in 30 minutes! Well
done!
The final results on the day were :
1st with 44.33 points—Brackenbury
2nd with 51.64 points—Yarra
3rd with 52.8 points—Forbes
4th with 57.55 points—Anderson
Congratulations to all students in Brackenbury. Students who have qualified for district cross country will be notified next week. District is on Tuesday 21 May at Ruffey Lake Park.
Thank you to the many parents who helped at both these events. Your assistance made it possible for these events
to happen smoothly and be an enjoyable time for the students. Thank You
Interschool Sport
Next week our final match is an away game against Serpell Primary. I would like to thank the parents who have
helped transporting our equipment to our home games. Particularly to Catherine who ended up with a flat battery
at the end of the match today!
Lost Property
As the end of term nears and the lost property bin is overflowing please pop in and collect anything that belongs to
your child/ren. Thank you

Sally
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OSHC News
This week has been full of events at OSHC. We made orange juice for the first time and we loved it! We also created our birthday wall! Now we know when to celebrate everyone’s birthday. Today we are having our celebration at
OSHC for everyone who had a birthday in January, February and March. Happy Birthday to:
Lucinda, Levi, Austin, Fynn, Josh. D, Rhys. E, Amiah, Beatrice, Cade, Arthur, Jarrah and Atticus
Amanda, Davin, Georgia and Chelsea

Sick Bay Laundry Roster
The lucky mum on duty is Kate Khazour. Thanks for coming up to change the linen, make the beds up and return it
next week all fresh and clean, much appreciated

Cherise
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Thank you to those families that have returned their sold/unsold raffle books. Please return them asap as they
need to be returned to Manningham Council to be audited prior to the upcoming draw.

The raffle opens on 17 February and closes 3 May with the winner being drawn at 8.00pm the Manningham Civic
Awards Gala, Manningham Function Centre, Doncaster on 22 May 2019.
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JAM HOT MUSIC PROGRAMS

Building Self Esteem & Confidence
through Music Performance
WE OFFER MUSIC LESSONS

DRUM KIT
PIANO/KEYBOARD
SINGING & DANCING
ROCK/POP BAND PROGRAM
TEACHING ALL STYLES OF MUSIC
BRUNO MARS / AC DC / ED SHEERAN /PINK
KATIE PERRY /

TIMETABLED LESSONS
DURING SCHOOLS HOURS ON A MONDAY
GRAB A ENROLMENT FORM AT THE OFFICE
OR
ENROL ONLINE
AT

JAMHOTMUSIC.COM.AU
PLEASE RETURN YOUR ENROLMENT FORM
TO THE OFFICE ASAP
Enquiries please contact
JASON STONEHOUSE
0419 872 875
email jamhotmusic@hotmail.com
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