Warrandyte
Primary School

Alert

Issue 50
4 April 2019

Website: www.warrandyteps.vic.edu.au

Email: warrandyte.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

School Calendar
Uniform Shop Open 9.00
Every Tuesday & Friday

This week brings to a close our first term for 2019. As always, the term has provided many challenges and learning opportunities for our students, staff and I am sure
many parents.
We continue to maintain our focus on Literacy and Numeracy, ensuring that we
provide a consistent approach in all classrooms. Throughout the term, staff have
been supported by our School Improvement Leaders Rick (Literacy), Jenny
(Numeracy), Sarah (ICT) and Cathie (Wellbeing) who have provided professional
learning for staff to reflect on their classroom practice and ensure that all students
are working at their ‘point of need’ and being engaged and challenged in all that
they do. We began the term with a whole school focus of respect. I have been
most impressed by how students have responded to the work they have done in
this area and the positive behaviours that have been evident in classrooms, in the
yard and while representing the school in the community.
Learning opportunities have been vast and varied and our students continue to
develop skills in being resilient, confident and persistant learners who are able to
self-manage their learning. Students have begun to develop their own learning
goals using data and evidence to establish their areas of focus and need. They are
supported to reflect on their learning by celebrating achievements and dissecting
improvement areas.
Our School Wide Positive Behaviour implementation is building momentum. Term
1 has focussed on training staff, forming a parent and staff team with key responsibilities and drafting an action plan. We are excited about rolling this out throughout the remainder of the year.
It has been wonderful to see the growth in all of our students throughout the first
term. Congratulations to all students and staff on a wonderful term and a sincere
thank you to our parent community for your ongoing support.

Friday 5 April
Last day term 1—2.30
Finish
Tuesday 23 April
Term 2 Commences
Thursday 25 April
Anzac Day Public Holiday
Thursday 2 May
SSS Rehearsal @ Mont
Albert PS
Tuesday 21 May
District Cross Country
Thursday 23 May
School Photos
Thursday 6 June
SSS Rehearsal @ Mont
Albert PS

Staffing News

Monday 10 June

Next term, we welcome back Katie P to our staff, after spending time at home with
Evie, the latest addition to her family. Katie will be working with Sally M in 1/2S.
We look forward to having Katie back.

Queens Birthday Public
Holiday

2019 Foundation/Prep Enrolments
School tours will commence Term 2 and be conducted each Tuesday for prospective 2020 Foundation students/Preps and their families.
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Two time slots are availailable (9.30 and 12.00). It is essential that bookings are made via the office. If you know of
any families that are interested in enrolling their child at Warrandyte for the 2020 school year, please ask them to
contact the school to book a tour.
Current families with 2020 Foundation/Prep siblings
It would be greatly appreciated if all CURRENT families who have a child due to commence Foundation/Prep in
2020 could please collect an enrolment form from the office and complete this process as soon as possible; this
allows us to commence planning for the 2020 school year in advance.
School Concert
It is with great excitement that we can announce our whole school production for 2019 will be held on Wednesday
27 November at George Wood Theatre, Yarra Valley Grammar. The title of the show will be announced at a special
Friday assembly beginning at 2.00pm.
World Autism Acceptance Day
Last Tuesday 2 April, World Autism Acceptance Day was celebrated. Schools and businesses across Victoria marked
World Autism Acceptance Day by hosting #HoodieUp events to raise funds and show their support for people with
ASD.
On Friday 5 April, Warrandyte Primary School is hosting a #HoodieUp event. Come along to school and wear your
favourite hoodie. Please bring a gold coin donation to support this cause.
Note: This is not a free dress day, students are expected to wear school uniform and wear a hoodie over the top.
Thank you Amy M and Phoenix S for suggesting and organising this fundraising activity.

Classroom Spotlight
Spotlight

School Spectacular dancers rehearsing with
Kirsty in the BAMPI
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Year 6 students working on their
‘Solar Challenge Cars’

Congratulations


2019 Prep students who have had a SENSATIONAL start to their schooling at Warrandyte Primary School



2019 Year 6 Leaders who have been positive and responsible role models for our school



Students and staff for your focus, enthusiasm and dedication towards your work during Term 1 - well done.

Thought for the Week
What do you get when you pour hot water down a rabbit hole?

Hot, Cross, Bunnies – Happy Easter!

Have a safe and relaxing Easter break and see you when Term 2 commences on Tuesday 23 April. Our first assembly for the term will be on Monday 29 April.

Craig Crouch
Principal
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Childhood bullying is an insidious behaviour that thrives on secrecy and adult acquiescence.
The recent efforts by a father in Ohio, USA to hold his child accountable for bullying is commendable, even if the
technique he used is questionable.
Matt Cox insisted that his ten year daughter walk eight kilometres each way to school for three days after she was
banned from the school bus for bullying.
He posted a film of her walking to school on social media, which has drawn over 15 million viewers. Cox’s actions
have drawn mixed responses from parents and professionals alike.
Let’s look at the filming and posting of a disciplinary measure to social media first. It’s a firm belief of the Parenting
Ideas team that discipline works best when it’s a private matter between parents and their children, and not something shared with others.
Keep discipline private
Many kids feel uncomfortable when even their close family are aware of the discipline they are experiencing. The
posting of the film on social media borders on the realms of humiliation, which probably wasn’t this father’s intention. Imagine thirty years ago if Cox’s parents had filmed an act of discipline involving their son and screening it as a
short in movie theatres across the country. There would have been a public outcry about this invasion of privacy.
Now thanks to social media posting of private matters is the new normal, which often goes unquestioned.
Parents should be encouraging their children to think very carefully before they post anything on social media as
once the genie is out of the bottle it can’t be put back. This video could well come back to haunt his daughter in the
years to come.
Being accountable
It’s laudable that this father wants to hold his daughter accountable for her actions rather than dismiss the behaviour as minor, or ‘just one of those things that happen.’ Too often parents excuse their children’s poor behaviour,
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or simply don’t take it seriously enough.
This father backed the actions of the bus driver, which were presumably endorsed by the school. Parent inaction
over children’s inappropriate behaviour is a common frustration for many teachers and principals so I suspect
knowledge of this dad’s actions would have been greeted by high fives by most of the staff at the girl’s school.
Reflection is a pre cursor to behaviour change so the fact that she walked to school gave her plenty of time to ponder on her actions. However this type of punishment doesn’t generally lead to a reduction in bullying in the longterm.
Restore relationships
Relationship restoration is a key strategy used by many Australian schools that’s proving successful in changing bullying behaviour. Increasingly, kids who bully are expected to face up to their victims in safe, teacher-lead meetings.
They are required to recall their actions and account for their behaviour. They also hear first hand the impact that
their behaviour has had on the person they bullied, which is usually very confronting. This restorative justice method promotes real accountability as kids are expected to make amends in some way for the hurt that they have
brought to the other person.
Research shows that many children who bully generally don’t identify with the impact of bullying, so hearing first
hand how their behaviour impacts on others is more likely to create some empathy, and hopefully, a decrease in
bullying.
Like any behaviour change method, restorative justice doesn’t work all the time. It needs to be applied in a calm,
respectful way and it requires the support of the families of all children involved. This restorative justice method is
less about seeking vengeance (‘you’ll get your come uppance’) and more about seeking justice for the person who
is bullied (“do you feel safe and also that you’ve been heard?”) and achieving behavioural change from the child
who bullies.
Use the restorative approach at home
Parents can practise this restorative approach in their families by encouraging a child to make amends if they’ve
upset or been nasty to a brother or sister. ‘You mess up relationships, you make up relationships’ is a fabulous way
for kids to take ownership of their anti-social behaviours. Again to be effective this method needs to be carried out
in a safe, calm manner at a time when children and teenagers are likely to listen.
Childhood bullying requires a zero tolerance approach from parents, teachers and coaches if it is to be stamped
out. The approach taken needs to be respectful to everyone involved; aimed at achieving justice and maintaining
personal safety rather than seeking vengeance and gaining pay back; and stay firmly in the private rather public
domain.
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School Council News
On behalf of our School Council I would like to sincerely thank our outgoing councillors; Rick Griffiths, Carrie Campbell, Brendan Curtis, Sarah Parker and Fiona Young. You have all made our school a better place, whether it be
within our immediate school community or by promoting our wonderful school to the wider Warrandyte community. We sincerely thank you. Your time, effort and commitment have been very much appreciated.
Our new School Councillors for 2019 are Jennie Dehn and David Wells. Welcome. We are very much looking forward to working with you.
During the recent AGM our office bearers were elected.
President: Carolyn Curnow
Vice President: Carmen Greenhill
Minute Secretary: Steph Chivell
Treasurer: Carmen Greenhill
Exciting news…
I would like to congratulate the students and staff on the 2018 Naplan results. Warrandyte Primary School has
managed to achieve an increase in HIGH GROWTH in ALL areas of Years 3 & 5 reading, writing and numeracy. An
outstanding result!
Cathie Brooks is currently co-ordinating the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Framework and is inviting parents to join the committee. Meeting would be held fortnightly before school.

Carolyn Curnow
School Council President
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Sick Bay Laundry Roster
The lucky mum on duty is Sarah Parker. Thanks for coming up to change the linen, make the beds
up and return it next term all fresh and clean, much appreciated

Cherise

Sport News
Cross Country/Fun Run
Could sponsor sheets please be returned as early as possible next term. Thank you.
Interschool Sport
Next term soccer is one of our sports. If there is a parent available to coach/referee this team on a Thursday afternoon please see me asap. Thank you

Thank you to those families that have returned their sold/unsold raffle books. Please return them asap as they
need to be returned to Manningham Council to be audited prior to the upcoming draw.
The raffle opens on 17 February and closes 3 May with the winner being drawn at 8.00pm the Manningham Civic
Awards Gala, Manningham Function Centre, Doncaster on 22 May 2019.
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JAM HOT MUSIC PROGRAMS

Building Self Esteem & Confidence
through Music Performance
WE OFFER MUSIC LESSONS

DRUM KIT
PIANO/KEYBOARD
SINGING & DANCING
ROCK/POP BAND PROGRAM
TEACHING ALL STYLES OF MUSIC
BRUNO MARS / AC DC / ED SHEERAN /PINK
KATIE PERRY /

TIMETABLED LESSONS
DURING SCHOOLS HOURS ON A MONDAY
GRAB A ENROLMENT FORM AT THE OFFICE
OR
ENROL ONLINE
AT

JAMHOTMUSIC.COM.AU
PLEASE RETURN YOUR ENROLMENT FORM
TO THE OFFICE ASAP
Enquiries please contact
JASON STONEHOUSE
0419 872 875
email jamhotmusic@hotmail.com
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Support Warrandyte Primary School!
Get your new Entertainment Membership today.
The 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Memberships are here, with exclusive offers for everything you love to
do. It’s our best Membership yet, packed with amazing offers for activities, attractions, shopping, travel
and all kinds of tasty treats - from cool cafes to fabulous fine dining.
With Entertainment there are thousands of experiences you can enjoy, while raising funds for the
things you care about.

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1n80286

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Warrandyte Primary School
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