Warrandyte
Primary School

Alert
Website: www.warrandyteps.vic.edu.au

Issue 82
26 February 2020
Email: warrandyte.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

School Calendar
Uniform Shop Open 9.00
Every Tuesday & Friday

Thank you to all the families who came along to our Welcome to 2020 Family Picnic Night. It was a relaxed and wonderful evening, which provided the opportunity to meet some of the newer members of our school community. The students
enjoyed riding their bikes, scooters and skateboards and it was a great chance for
the new prep students to play with some of the older children.
An email I received reflected just that,

Wednesday 26 February
7pm Information Evening
Saturday 29 February
8.30am—Working Bee
Monday 2 March

‘Thank you all for arranging last week’s family picnic. We had a lovely time and enjoyed meeting some more members of the school community. I was impressed
with some of the older kids we met, I was so impressed with their warmth and
kindness. So lovely to see the students demonstrating the school values! Thank
you all for creating such a warm and inviting school community.’
School Clean Up

Free Dress/Crazy Hair
Fundraiser
Thursday 5 March
9.30am-2021 School Tours
Tuesday 17 March

An invitation is extended to all members of the school community to come along
this Saturday morning 8.30 – 11.30am to help move mulch, transplant fruit trees
and to do a general tidy up of the front of the school. Morning tea will be provided,
so please contact the office if you are able to attend.
School Council Elections
We currently have 5 parent vacancies on School Council. Nomination forms are
available at the school office and must be lodged before 4pm on Friday 13 March.
School Councils play a key role in Victorian government schools, and being a member of the School Council is a rewarding and sometimes challenging experience.
More than one third of the council’s total membership must be made up of parents. School Councils:

9.30am-2021 School Tours
Wednesday 18 March

7pm-Finance-7.30pmSchool Council Meeting
Saturday 21 March
10am-Festival Parade
Tuesday 24 March
Fun Run/House Cross
Country



assist in the efficient governance of the school

Friday 27 March



ensure that its decisions affecting students of the school are made having regard, as a primary consideration, to the best interests of the students

End Term 1—2.30pm Finish



enhance the educational opportunities of the students of the school
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ensure the school and the council comply with any requirements of the Public Administration Act 2004, the regulations, a ministerial Order or a direction, guideline or policy issued under the Act.

Being a part of the School Council is both a worthwhile and satisfying way to contribute to the school community.

Cathie Brooks
(Acting Principal)

School Council Report
On the 19th of February, we had our first School Council meeting for 2020.
Firstly, we would like to say a big THANK YOU to the outgoing members: Genevieve Stephens, Carolyn Curnow, Andrew Gooley, and Liz Heaton. You've all played such important roles on the School Council that has greatly benefited
the school and the wider community.
There have been some grants available for application in 2020 and we are therefore looking for someone in the
school parent community who has experience in grant applications. Last week's family BBQ was a great success with
a turnout from all year levels particularly the new Prep families. This week is the Parent Information Evening. This is
being held instead of having a one-on-one meeting with each teacher to discuss the different programs run in the
school including literacy, numeracy, inquiry, science, and camping. It was reiterated that if parents would like to ask
specific questions or have concerns about their child, this can be done by arranging an appointment time with the
teacher. Craig Crouch will be attending school each Wednesday until the end of Term 1 with plans to come back in a
full-time capacity as School Principal in Term 2.
The recent hail storm in January caused significant damage to some areas of the school and Cathie updated the
School Council with all the repairs which are occurring over the next few weeks including wire replacement, painting,
plumbing and replacement of books and the library air conditioner. The new science room is proving to be a great
resource for the students where they can find a range of interesting animals and STEM activities. There are plans to
paint the water tank which has been installed at the front of the school. There will be a notice sent out shortly to the
community for expressions of interest keeping with the theme of Warrandyte. The Out of School Hours Care (OSHC),
is running well with growing enrolments and positive feedback from both students and parents. Dione and Zara Veal
will be undertaking the project for our school's Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP), and we are looking to create a subcommittee to help with this project.
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School Council nominations are now open and we are looking for new members! If you would like to contribute your
skills whatever they are to the school community we would love to have you on board. We are particularly excited to
have someone who is skilled in ICT, finance, grant-writing or gardening/ landscaping! (Nomination forms are available at the office).
Best regards,

Kate Khazour

Warrandyte Festival
Complete an application form : https://warrandytefestival.org/participation/applications/
kids-market/warrandyte-kids-market-application/ by 18 March 2020 at the latest. All applications need to be completed online.
Please contact us at kidsmarket@warrandytefestival.org with any enquiries.
Please note that this is an art and craft market. The Warrandyte Festival Kids Market is about homemade or homegrown items, in-line with Warrandyte Festival guidelines and policies.

School Crossing
Is our Lollipop person the greatest?
Nominate our Lollipop person for the 2019/2020 School Crossing Supervisor of the year award.
Jump online and complete a nomination at www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au.

Your support of this program will help ensure our School Crossing Supervisor is shown the appreciation they deserve
for their commitment to the ongoing safety of our children.

School Banking
One of our parents, Lisa Attrill has kindly offered to collect student banking, take it to Bendigo bank and
return the books to school. Please send your child’s deposit book and $ of course, to the office or give to your
child’s teacher by Tuesday each week.
Thank you Lisa :)
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Sport News
District Swimming
On Monday 24th February our District Swimming was held at Aquarena. A huge congratulations goes to
the students who participated and gave it their all. It is great to represent your school and these students did us
proud. Even though we only won one ribbon on the day it was more the attitude and effort of the younger students
in particular who shone on the day. They offered to fill in for our older students even though they were swimming
above their own age group. Congratulations to the students who swam in 4 events on the day as well, this is a big
effort.
This year we only managed a team of 15 students. This was partly due to students being away on Somers Camp but
also that we had a number of students who decided at the last minute that they didn't really want to do it. This is
very disappointing, particularly when these students are part of a relay team.

House Cross Country/Fun Run
Our annual House Cross Country/ Fun Run is on Tuesday 24 March, the last week of term. The Prep- 2's compete on
our oval and years 3-6 run kilometre laps down at the river and Stiggants Reserve. This will be held between 9.00am
- 11.00am. This is also a fund raiser which each year raises money for the Physical Education/Sport area.
Further information will be coming home this week in hard copy with a sponsor sheet attached.
Parent helpers are needed for both these events to run smoothly and safely so if you are available could you please
let the office know or fill in the following slip and return to school. Thank you.

Sally

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY/FUN RUN TUESDAY 24 MARCH
I am able to assist at the :

Fun Run (F-2)

YES

Cross Country (Years 3-6)

YES

Name :____________________________________________________________________________________

Child’s Name :______________________________________________________________Grade :__________
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FOWPS News
Committee Meeting Thur 5th March 8pm at The Grand Hotel
We are seeking to reinvigorate our small and friendly committee with new faces.
It’s a fabulous way to connect with people in the school community and to contribute to enhancing the school’s social connection as well as the students’ environment and resources.
We have a table booked in the bistro under “Liz – Warrandyte Primary.” You don’t need to buy food or drink unless
you want to and similarly there is no obligation to put your hand up for a job. Please RSVP if you can, but also feel
free just to join us on the evening. We welcome engagement at any level, so if you can’t make the committee
meeting but wish to have some involvement or have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Warrandyte Festival Sat 21st & Sun 22nd March
Festival is now just over 3 weeks away! We ask parents to please save some time over the festival weekend to assist
with running our fairy floss and baked goods stall. We are also seeking assistance for pricing baked good on Fri 20 th
after drop off and before pick up, as well as to set up on Friday afternoon (either 2-3.30 or 3.30-5pm depending on
when people are available). The roster is available at the office – if you can’t physically get to the office Cherise is
happy to facilitate allocation of a shift by phone or email (98443537; hird.cherise.m@edumail.vic.gov.au). Please be
aware the parade is Saturday morning and WPS usually perform on the stage early afternoon.
In keeping with the Festival’s commitment to sustainability, we’ll be using cello (plant based) bags with recycled
cardboard trays for our baked goods. These will be sent home on the Monday or Tuesday ahead of the festival for
you to place your baked goods into for return on Fri 20th. Please use a Tupperware-type container labelled with your
child’s name, which will be returned to your child early the following week. Baked goods with nuts are okay, as they
are sealed and ingredients labelled. However, we would ask you to be mindful that we don’t have access to refrigeration, so please avoid cream, buttery icing etc.
It’s a massive weekend, but lots of fun and a major fundraiser supporting our school.

Liz Heaton

Committee Member
e: heaton.liz@gmail.com
m: 0425 828 894

Sick Bay Laundry Roster
Our First Aid room needs parental assistance to help make life a little more pleasant when students are unwell. If
you are willing to be on the roster to change, make the beds & wash the linen, preferably on a Friday afternoon
please let me know at the office or via email., thank you to those parents that have already volunteered, your support is much appreciated.

Cherise
Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

5

Kindness

Art News
It’s great to be back at Warrandyte for another year. I’m super excited about my new role this year
which will incorporate both Visual and Performing Arts. This year we’re taking a new and exciting approach to the Arts at Warrandyte Primary School and I am really looking forward to working with students, families and staff.
One of the goals this year is to have our Arts leaders take a strong role in the way that Arts is implemented at WPS.
They will work with staff to brainstorm, organise and implement ways to allow students to have a voice in how the
Arts looks at our school.
WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE ARTS?
Each grade will have a 1 hour Arts class every week. The focus of these lessons in Term 1 will be in the Visual Arts
and in Term 2 it will be Performing Arts. This decision for Term 1 is driven by a real project in the Community – The
Warrandyte Festival. The first weeks of the Visual Arts program will include both a start up program and creating
and designing art works that form part of our parade presence at the festival.
Whilst the students will begin the year focusing on our local community and creating art pieces for the Warrandyte
Festival parade, for the remainder of the year they will be developing their knowledge and understanding of how
culture impacts upon art, in an exploration of some of the countries in Africa.

In Terms 1 and 2 the particular focus will be on West Africa. Students in the senior year levels will be looking at traditional West African masks, including their meaning, uses and features. Inspired by these masks, students will be using a variety of construction techniques to create 3D art works of their own. In the junior classrooms, students will
be creating art that focuses on line, colour and pattern, inspired by Kente cloth of Ghana (also in the region of West
Africa).
In Term 2, all students will further develop their knowledge and understanding of West Africa when introduced to
the Djembe and participating in weekly drum circle sessions. Year 1-6 students will also be introduced to specific
West African rhythms.
There will be a Whole School Visual and Performing Arts evening in Term 3, with a gallery showcasing student art,
performances by each grade and the commencement of an art project to which all members of the WPS community
will have the opportunity to contribute their creative talents.
HOUSEKEEPING
I work on Wednesdays and Fridays, so the best time to CONTACT me, or drop in and chat is on one of these days,
before or after school. If you need to contact me out of these times, feel free to leave a message at the office or via
compass and I’ll get back to you on my next working day.
Students will create a number of completed pieces of art as well as be involved in lots of skill development and technique based activities throughout the year. Art work will be stored in FOLIOS at school and come home at the end of
the year. Students are always excited to share their art with family, so you are welcome to visit the art room after
school on Wednesdays and Fridays to see what we’ve been up to. Art work will also be displayed around the school
and feature in the Alert throughout the year.
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Whilst there are some spare smocks in the art room, it is best if each child brings their own ART SMOCK to school.
This keeps uniforms cleaner as wet, ‘painty’ art smocks are not reused. If you this your child may have an art smock
at school that still fits, please remind them to look for it in the art tub. Otherwise, please send a clearly named smock
to school with your child as soon as possible. This will remain at school in the class tub until the end of the year.
Kmart and Target have some super cheap fabric smocks that go to size 16. Another alternative is an old shirt with the
sleeves cut to the right length. My recommendation is to have a fabric smock as plastic smocks can be uncomfortable on warm days. On that note, sometimes unavoidable spills do occur in the art room. Whilst we do purchase
‘washable’ paints and markers, sometimes it is difficult to shift the colour. My art teacher hint is…. eucalyptus oil in a
can sprayed generously before a wash or a Sard soap bar should get most stains out!
RESOURCES/DONATIONS
Art rooms require lots of resources to keep running! We are happy to take donations of interesting bulk items. At the
moment we have lots of fabric and wool so currently don’t need these items. We also love parent help and expertise. If you have resources to loan or you would like to contribute, please come and chat.
COMMUNITY LINKS
Don’t forget the NGV in the city still has the KAWS PLAYTIME interactive free exhibition for kids as well as other fabulous art exhibitions. KAWS sculptures are a great talking point for exploring human feelings and emotions.
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/
A bit closer to home we have the Heide Museum of Art in Templestowe. Kids under 16 are free and there is even a
detective trail where you can follow clues around the gallery and sculpture park. There is an app available to plan
your visit. https://www.heide.com.au
On the 15th of March, Banyule holds the annual Kids Arty Farty Festival at Sills Bend Park in Heidelberg. This is a fabulous full day program of free visual and performing arts activities for kids. Definitely worth investigating!
https://www.banyuleyouth.com/kids-arty-farty-fest-2019

Eliza

Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

7

Kindness

Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

8

Kindness

Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

9

Kindness

Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

10

Kindness

Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

11

Kindness

Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

12

Kindness

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1n80286
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