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Welcome back

Monday 20 July

I hope that you are all well and have been spending some quality time with your
family, in what can only be described as a strange holiday break! As you would be
aware, the Premier and Minister for Education have announced that, on the advice
of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all Victorian Government Schools will transition back to remote learning arrangements for the first five weeks of Term 3 (July
20th onwards). So, here we go again.

Term 3 CommencesRemotely

We are currently still awaiting further advice from the Department of Education
and Training (DET) but for now I can provide you with this information:
All students will be learning from home and undertaking our Remote Learning program from Monday 20th July.
We will follow similar arrangements to those we put in place for remote and flexible learning during Term 2.






Students in Year Prep-2 will have their work distributed through the online
platform SeeSaw

Wednesday 22 July
7pm-Finance-7.30pmSchool Council Meeting
Wednesday 19 August
7pm-Finance-7.30pmSchool Council Meeting

Wednesday 16 September
7pm-Finance-7.30pmSchool Council Meeting
Friday 18 September

Students in Year 3-6 will use Microsoft Teams. They will receive their
usernames and passwords (via email) from their classroom teachers

Last day term 3-2.30 finish

Parent messages will be sent out using Compass.

Term 4 Commences

Instructions of how to add Microsoft teams to home devices is available through
Compass.
As part of remote learning, all classes will have a focus teaching day on Reading,
Writing and Mathematics. During these days, teachers will be conducting small
group teaching sessions via Webex. It is important that all students attend these
sessions. Session days and times will be provided by your classroom teacher.

Monday 5 October

Wednesday 14 October
School Photos
Wednesday 21 October
7pm-Finance-7.30pmSchool Council Meeting

Please be assured that our staff are well prepared for this scenario and have spent
this week looking at our next stages in the remote learning journey and responding
to student, staff and parent feedback. Through their amazing commitment during
last term, teachers were skilled up in online platforms, practised in classrooms,
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technology was tested and many issues were resolved. I am so incredibly proud of what was achieved during Term 2.
A term that was unlike any other that education has ever seen.
I will be sending further updates and with more detail on how the remote learning program will be delivered, along
with more information on how on site supervision can be accessed for those in need. I will continue to communicate
to our parent community via Compass.
A reminder that students attending school will undergo a daily temperature check on arrival. If over 37.5o the school
will be asking parents to collect the child and keep them at home, seek medical advice and not return to school until
the temperature is normal and the child is in full health.
If you have any correspondence that is urgent and important, please contact me via Compass or email the school
(warrandyte.ps@education.vic.gov.au) ‘Attn: Principal’ and I will respond.
I thank you for your ongoing kindness and understanding, this will most certainly be a time we reflect on for many
years to come. Hopefully recalling these challenges we faced allowed for a great deal of quality family time and the
maintenance of the health of our family and friends.
School Vision
On Tuesday, staff worked with our inner east Education Improvement Leader to set the agenda for our new strategic
plan. During the session, staff reflected on our review report and identified the many successes that have been
achieved over the previous 4 years. Some of these included:





The growth in Reading and Writing data over the course of the review period. The Panel noted that there was an
improvement in the percentage of students in the top two bands of NAPLAN Reading in year 3 and year 5. There
was also a significant increase in the percentage of students in the top two bands of year 3 NAPLAN Writing
Increased focus on explicit teaching of Reading comprehension strategies, Vocabulary, Spelling and Grammar
during the review period
Improved consistency in the teaching Writing resulted in improving the consistency of formative assessments
and the preparation of a whole school data walls



The participation in the Professional Learning Community (PLC) initiative training and implementation of this
model across the school



The development of an increased positive school climate
Introduction of a School Wide Positive Behaviour Support model .
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Staff then focused on our whole school teaching model. Working in teams, they worked towards developing a

model that will align with our school context, teaching philosophies and educational (evidence based) research. Once completed, this model will be evident in all classrooms. Next week, we will again work with our
Education Leader to finalise our plan. It is an exciting time to be involved with Warrandyte Primary School as
we implement our new plan and begin the process of working towards achieving our goals.
2020-2023 Goals

1. Improve Literacy and Numeracy outcomes for all students
2. For students to have an increased level of voice and agency in their learning.

Parent Input
What kind of school would you like to see Warrandyte become? What is your vision for our school? How will you describe our school to others in four years?
If you would like to have your say and be involved in shaping the future of Warrandyte Primary School, please add
your thoughts by sending an email to craig.crouch@education.vic.gov.au
Please respond by Friday 17th July.
Thought of the week
“Difficult times have helped me to understand better than before, how infinitely rich and beautiful life is in every
way, and that so many things that one goes worrying about are of no importance whatsoever.”
Isak Dinesen

Craig Crouch

Respect

Resilience

Responsibility

3

Kindness

School Council Report
During the last week of Term 2, School Council met electronically via a Webex.
Cathie and Craig reported that the return to school had gone really well, for all year levels. While parents were not
allowed on school grounds, the drive through drop off zone was running as smoothly as it could be.
Cathie noted that the Japanese Room had finally been declared safe and classes could resume once again in there.
Also, the basketball backboards had all been replaced on the courts, which means they are all now compliant and
much safer. The Building and Grounds Subcommittee is looking forward to running a working bee in Term 3, to replace the soft fall around play equipment and demolish the treated pine playground at the bottom of the school, as
soon as the Department allowed parents back on site.
We discussed the exciting opportunity recently announced by the Victorian Government for the Minor Capital Works
Fund. Council are currently putting together a list of possible projects and are working towards an application for
the Larger Project Stream – funding of up to $500,000. If any members of our school community have any experience in grant applications or have ideas they would like to contribute, please reach out to Cathie, Craig or any Council member.
The Education Subcommittee reported that flyers were currently being distributed to local kindergartens, a big thank
you to Tracey Maile and Michelle Chan for their hard work around this. Council also acknowledged the amazing
work by Steph Chivell’s father in creating the drone footage posted on our Facebook page recently. It looks amazing
and such a great promotion for our school during these difficult times.
FOWPS Subcommittee noted that there had been a fantastic response to their call for new members and while
events were unable to be held at this time, their focus was both fundraising AND social networking within the school
community.
Finally, it is wonderful to see the level of contribution from parents and caregivers at Warrandyte Primary School this
year, to School Council. It is important to note, if you are unable to commit to being a member of the Council, simply
being part of a subcommittee provides a valuable contribution to your children’s school.

Carmen Greenhill
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Student News
Students from 4/5J along with some of the students from Years 1 and 2, recently participated in the ABC Education
2020 Haiku Poetry Competition. A Haiku poem is 3 lines long. The first and 3rd line have a total of five syllables and
the second line a total of seven.
The competition allowed the students to explore a new form of writing, expand their vocabulary and best of all they
showed such passion when writing.
Congratulations to everyone who entered!
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https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1n80286
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